
Speaking from heaven to earth 
In places like Durbanville, where life works smoothly, it’s easy to confuse comfort 
with calling. But the “Durbanville dream” is not God’s dream for our lives. Our hope 
must be anchored in something deeper than circumstances, because life can change 
unexpectedly.


This tension mirrors the setting of Habakkuk: 
Israel is in crisis—economic collapse, starvation, conflict, and foreign attack—and 
Habakkuk cries out with honest questions: 
“Why is this happening? How long, Lord?”


Opening Scripture: Habakkuk 2:1–2


I will climb up into my watchtower now and wait to see what the Lord will say to me 
and how he will answer my (question). Then the Lord said to me, ‘Write my answer in 
large, clear letters so that a runner can read it and tell everyone else. But these things 
I plan won't happen right away. Slowly, steadily, surely, the time approaches when the 
vision will be fulfilled. If it seems slow, wait patiently, for it will surely take place. It will 

not be delayed.’”  Habakkuk 2:1-2 (NLT)

His turning point comes when he stops talking and chooses to listen.


Following Habakkuk’s Pattern: 
Six Steps to Receiving God’s 
Vision

Habakkuk 2:1–2 gives a divine process for hearing God, and the sermon uses this 
pattern to guide believers into deeper clarity and intimacy with God.


1. DESIRE — “I will…”

Habakkuk begins with a decision: “I will climb…” He chooses to seek God 
deliberately. Desire is the first step in hearing God’s voice—you must want it.


Deuteronomy 4:29 anchors this: 
But if from there you seek the Lord your God, you will find him if you seek him with 
all your heart and with all your soul.


The sermon challenges the assumption that young people are leaving the church, 
citing recent reports showing that Gen Z may become the most spiritually hungry 
generation in decades, showing a new desire for God.


2. WITHDRAW — Get Alone With 
God

Habakkuk goes to his “watchtower.” Likewise, believers must withdraw from life’s 
noise to hear God clearly. The preacher highlights the constant digital and personal 
distractions that crowd out God’s voice—phones, notifications, responsibilities, and 
family demands.




Jesus modelled this: 
“He often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.” (Luke 5:16)


And Jesus teaches quiet, private prayer :Matt 6:6 
But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is 
unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 


This step reinforces a core declaration: 
“God wants to meet with me.”


3. WAIT — “I will station myself”

Waiting is not passive. Habakkuk “stations” himself—refusing to move until God 
speaks, like an immovable guard on duty.


The Hebrew word kava (ָקָוה) deepens this meaning—waiting as a twisting together 
with God, like a vine wrapping around a tree for strength and life. This kind of 
waiting strengthens the believer’s soul.


Isaiah 40:31 captures this: 
“Those who wait on the Lord will renew their strength.”


4. WATCH — “I will wait to SEE 
what the Lord will say”

Habakkuk doesn’t just listen—he watches. God often uses pictures, impressions, and 
Scripture to reveal His perspective.


David experienced this in Psalm 73:16-17 
His confusion lifted only after entering God’s sanctuary, where spiritual 
understanding dawned.

“When I tried to figure it out, all I got was a splitting headache until I entered the sanctuary of God. Then I 
saw the hole picture.”  Psalm 73:16-17 (MSG)


The sermon gives two practical tools:


1. Ask God specific questions

Be direct, not vague—clarity invites clarity. 


James 1:5-6 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously 
to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. 6 But when you ask, you must 
believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown 
and tossed by the wind.


2. Search the Scriptures for what God is saying

Every impression must be tested through the Word. 
Psalm 119:18 becomes a foundational prayer: 
“Open my eyes, so that I may see the wonderful truths in your Word.”  Psalm 119:18 (TEV)


This guards believers from being misled by emotion or unbiblical “messages.”




5. WRITE — Record What God 
Reveals

God’s instruction is not optional: 
“Write down clearly what I reveal to you.” (Habakkuk 2:2)


The sermon encourages spiritual journaling—just like David, whose honest 
reflections, frustrations, and praises became the Psalms.


Writing preserves testimony for future generations, echoing Psalm 102:18: “Write 
these things down for the future so that people who are not yet born will praise the Lord.”  


 
“Write this for the next generation…”


6. WORSHIP — Respond to God 
with Praise

After hearing God’s voice, Habakkuk responds: 
Habakkuk 3:2 I have heard all about you, Lord.  I am filled with awe by your 
amazing works.


Paul and Silas illustrate this: 
ACTS 16:22


The crowd joined in the attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to 
be stripped and beaten with rods. 23 After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown 
into prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. 24 When he received 
these orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.


25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God (They 
worshipped), and the other prisoners were listening to them. 


26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were 
shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose


Worship is both a response to God’s voice and a pathway to breakthrough.



